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examination among preparatory school students in Japan
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Abstract

One of the theoretical constructions of the adjustment process following negative life events was mean-
ing. In this longitudinal study of preparatory school students in Japan who has failed university entrance
examination once or twice, the purpose of this study was to investigate empirically the process of Mean-
ing to adverse incidents that was failure of university entrance examination. We adopt two constructions
which were considered to be contained the process of Meaning. One was Positive Acceptance of Adver-
sity (PAA) which represents cognitive coping to only extremely stressful incidents and the other was one
kind of growth perceptions which represents positive outcomes reported by persons who have experi-
enced extremely negative events. Results of ANOVA showed that PAA was used more in early stage
than late stage after failure of university entrance examination. Growth perception was felt more in early
stage and late stage than middle stage after failure of university entrance examination. Results of path
analysis indicated that PAA was positively associated with growth perception. Issues related to the proc-
ess of Meaning were discussed.
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