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The Structure of Needlestick Injuriesamong Nursing Staff
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Abstract
This study is designed to clarify the experience of needlestick injuries among nursing staff. A

guestionnaire was returned by 1911 nursing staff members in five facilities, all located in Kanagawa
prefecture, indicating that 628 (41.3%) of the respondents had experienced needlestick injuries. Responses
were analyzed using the principal factor method with Varimax rotation, and indicated that needlestick
injuries are precipitated by the following six factor structures. being supported by supervisors, senior staff,
and colleagues; dissatisfaction with present employment; anxiety due to illness; problems due to marriage
or pregnancy; stress related to reporting activities or consultations; and being labeled as careless. Among
these, the second to fifth causes are all believed to be reactions to stress, and the person involved in the
needlestick injury is thought to be under a variety of stresses. Moreover, being labeled as careless is
considered to be a stressor in itself. Consequently, these results indicate the necessity to reconsider the need
for educating nurses about human error in the workplace and the provision of psychological support after
being involved in a needlestick incident.
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