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Does Teaching Experience Increase Teachers' Caregiving Behavior
toward Student Learning?: Human Care in School Education

Shinsuke FUJISAWA*

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate whether teaching experience increases teachers' caregiving behavior
toward student learning. A comparison was made between free responses of teachers with over-ten-years experience
and those of teachers with less experience, by asking them how they cope with learners' individual differences found in
the classroom regarding processing speed in understanding or performing student tasks. Responses made by 353 sec-
ondary school teachers were classified into four levels of human care. As a result, it was found that approximately 30%
of teachers adopt the measures of the highest level regardless of their years of experience. This means that teaching
experience does not necessarily increase teachers' caregiving behavior. The issues of care in school should be dealt
with not only by training teachers but also by setting up a system of study counseling and/or other care system such as
an achievement-based group selection.
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