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Difficulties faced by nurses in caring for patients with
malignant pleural mesothelioma
Yasuko Nagamatsu '’, Shigeko Horiuchi ', Yuji Natori *’
Abstract

Objective : This study was to explore nurses' difficulties in taking care of patients with malignant pleural
mesothlioma (MPM).

Method : 21 nurses who cared for MPM patients were interviewed. Data was qualitatively analyzed. The
Research Ethics Committee of St. Luke's College of Nursing approved the study.

Result : Difficulties faced by nurses caring for MPM patients were categorized into : (D groping for
care ; @failure of introducing palliative care ; @ limitation of support for patients' decision making ;

@difficulty in dealing with families ; G short of communication skill, and ® painful being with MPM
patients.

Conclusion : Educational programs and supports are necessary because nurses faced many complex
difficulties in the care of the MPM patients.

Key words - asbestos, malignant pleural mesothelioma, nurse difficulty.
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