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The stages and difficulties of patients

with malignant pleural mesothelioma

Yasuko Nagamatsu*, Shigeko Horiuchi*, Yuji Natori**

Abstract

Objective: This study was to explore the stages and difficulties of patients with malignant pleural
mesothlioma (MPM).

Method: 14 MPM patients were interviewed. The data was analyzed by qualitative method. Ethical ap-
proval was granted by the Research Ethics Committee of St. Luke's College of Nursing.

Result: MPM patients were in difficulties categorized into, Incurability by rapid progressing disecase, Ra-
reness and Limited information in rapid progress of mesothelioma.

Discussion: The MPM patients faced the difficulties happened before previous one was solved because
MPM progress fast. Also patients were lack of live information as a person with MPM and appropriate
care which may be due to newness and rareness of MPM in Japan.

Conclusion: The rapid progress of MPM made the MPM patients be suffered from a pile of difficulties.
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