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of elderly patients
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Abstract

In this study, I cxamined how the long-term hospitalization of clderly patients affected their familics as
well as themselves. Subjects investigated were the families of 378 clderly patients, and the nurses who took
care of the patients. The study revealed a discrepancy in views between doctors and the patients’ families
about when patients should be discharged. According to the study, familics felt that after staying in the
hospital for six months, paticnts talked less and became more apathetic and less active compared when they
were admitted. Patients still wanted to leave the hospital even one year of hospitalization while their
familics began to want to the patients to remain in hospital after only three months of admission. The study
shows that at six months after the patients were admitted to the hospital, families became less concerned
about them with concern for the paticnts being less spoken of in conversations among family members. It
was also noted that families asked doctors or nurscs about the condition of the patients during their visits to

the hospital for the first three months, but that the frequency of such inquiries decreased significantly after

that.

X —— K BRE (elderly), HEE (family), £ ABx (long-term hospitalization), K 5% M % (family-relation)
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